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MENTAL ALIENATION.—No. 7. 


We shall endeavour, in the present 
number, to bring the subject to a conclu- 
sion, although we may thereby not do 
justice to the merits of M. Georget’s 
views. His remarks upon the treatment 
of this disease in all its different varieties 
are very copious and interesting, and 
cannot conveniently be condensed; and 
we must therefore, be content with a 
slight exposition of some of them. 

Of all the contrivances for restraining 
and quieting the insane, he thinks the 
strait-waistcoat (the only one used at la 
Salpetriére,) the best; though he remarks 
that Rush*s tranquillizer might in some 
cases be of advantage. 

It is remarked, he says, that men ge- 
nerally submit more readily to women, 
and women particularly to men. 

He lays down certain principles which 
should be followed in the Medical Edu- 
cation of the insane, to be varied how- 
ever, according to circumstances. 
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ist. “* Wever to exercise the minds of the in- 
sane in the direction of their derangement. To 
do this would be like cultivating a parasitic 
branch instead of destroying it, which would 
end by absorbing all the nutritious juices of 
the tree.” 

2d. ** Wever to attack the affections and ea- 
cited dispositions and tendencies of the insane, 
openly and in front. They do not think them- 
selves deranged, and the day in which you 
can persuade them that they are really so, 
their cure is not far off.” 

3d. (‘*‘ Which is a consequence of the two. 
preceding :) fo create, by different impressions, 
new tdeas, affections or feelings, moral com- 
motions, to awaken in this way, inactive facul- 
ties.”” 

These effects which he proposes to 
produce upon the insane, are to be 
brought about by the following means:— 
conversation, advice of the physician, 
the society of convalescent maniacs, ma- 
nual and rural labour, diverting objects, 
the sight of relations and friends, dimi- 
nution and cessation of solitary confine- 
ment, travelling, &c. He afterwards 
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takes occasion to mention the injurious 
and unfeeling practice of exhibiting de- 
ranged persons to the gaze of the public; 
—a practice, not long since abolished in 
France, and still existing in England, 
and to acertain extent, in this country. 
Our Author next enters into a long 
disquisition upon the importance of post 
mortem researches, the imperfect manner 
in which they are often conducted, and 
the incapability of many to draw con- 
clusions therefrom: the phrenological 
method of dissecting the brain (if we 
— so speak) is particularly noticed 
and commended. In his remarks upon 
the skulls and brains of the insane, he 
appears rather sceptical as regards their 
thickness and thinness, consistency, &c. 


‘¢ The observer should not forget,” says M. 
Georget, ‘ that disease of an organ, consists 
in a lesion, or some alteration of its tissue, the 
necessary consequence of which is the mani- 
festation of disorders in the function with 
which it is charged; these two things are, 
in general, inseparable. But it.may happen, 
that the organic lesion is so slight or little 
acute, as not to derange the vital exercise; 
not to give rise to symptoms by which it 
might be recognized: and that, very serious 
disturbances of function may be produced by 
an organic derangement, which to us appears 
slight, or which perhaps, we do not notice at 
all; and, in these two cases, the absence (for 
our senses at least,) of one of the ordinary 
conditions of the existence of the disease, 
does not hinder us from placing its seat in the 
organ, where we meet this sole condition; or 
in other words, that the lesion of an organ 
without disturbance of the function with 
which it is charged, and the disturbance of 
this function without apparent lesion of the 
organ, always constitute an organic lesion.” 

‘** Among the causes, which may have re- 
tarded or hindered the progress of Pathologi- 
cal Anatomy in the insane, and given rise to 
false inductions, some are relative to the or- 
gan affected,—to the nature of the disease,— 
and others to the direction given to the re- 
searches, &c. Xc.”’ 

“ The Brain. We will now examine this 
organ, as regards, Ist, Its form and volume— 
$d, Its general consistence—3d, The state of 
its circumvolutions and interior cavities— 

4th, Its organization.” 
' © Form and Volume. These two physical 
properties of the brain have been examined 
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only in a relative manner; and according te 
the dispositions of the skull; it would be very 
easy to be assured of its absolute volume, by 
plunging the organ into a basin filled with 
water and graduated. It is very certain that 
the encephalic mass is less in idiots with small 
heads, aod ought to be diminished with the 
thickening of the bones. In the insane, it is 
sometimes remarked, that it seems smaller 
than suits the cavity which contains it. When 
there is scarcely any forehead, the anterior 
lobes are very slender, and, as it were, muti- 
lated; something analogous happens, when 
the frontal sinus alone becomes very thick, 
without the forehead appearing less well 
formed.”’ 

*¢ General Consistence. Some brains are 
very firm, even several days after death; 
they are cut with difficulty. Sometimes the 
white substance is, as it were, glutinous, elas- 
tic, and yields considerably before it sepa- 
rates. A greater number are extremely soft; 
if the membranes which envelop them are 
taken away, and they are placed upon their 
lower face, they sink down, the circumvolu- 
tions separate from each other, the corpus 
callosum is torn, &c. In many of these cases, 
the white substance leans towards a yellow 
or dirty white, and the grey is pale and yellow- 
ish, so that both are somewhat confounded not 
only in colour, but in consistence.” 

‘* Circumvolutions. Sometimes, these cere- 
bral foldings are broad and well developed, 
and at others, especially, when the skulls 
seem very thick, they are small and close. 
Sometimes these two dispositions exist in the 
same individual, in different places. I do not 
here speak of the case of partial atrophy of the 
brain.” 

«6 Internal Cavities. The lateral ventricles, 
generally of common size, appear, neverthe- 
less in certain cases, either very vast, or very 
much shrunk—one larger than the other— 
obliterated—or adhering posteriorly. They 
are often filled with a very clear and limpid 
serosity. The plexus charoides are mostly 
free from blood and discoloured, often cons 
taining a number of hydatiform vesicles, Xc. 
The pineal gland rarely presents remarkable 
peculiarities: M. Esquirol found it wanting 10 
one subject.” 

** The alterations of organization, the vices 
in the texture of the cerebral substance, 
which I have observed, are reduced to the fol- 
lowing:—Partial softening—partial atrophy 
—erosions and ulcerations of the interior of the 
ventricles—carcinoma.”’ 

‘© The Pons Varolii is seldom changed. The 
Cerebellum is mostly less consistent than the 
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Cerebrum, except when this is extremely 
soft.”’ 
“The .Medulla Oblongata is rarely altered.” 


Our Author thus concludes his work: 


“1, We must be careful to distinguish the 
seat of an injury, from the nature of the alte- 
ration which constitutes its proximate cause; 
the first is sufficiently indicated by the dis- 
turbance of the organic action, without its 
being indispensably necessary, to have the 
material proof of it; the second is not always 
easily appreciated, our senses not being pene- 
trating enough to seize all the changes which 
the organization may offer, and this especially 
in the nervous system, whence it results, that 
there are diseases, of which we know but the 
symptoms. 2. We cannot discover the prox- 
imate cause of insanity, which has necessa- 
rily its seat in the brain, the organ of the func- 
tions essentially injured. 3. All the altera- 
lions, that we have obsered in the insane of 
la Salpetriére, are consecutive to. the deve- 
lopment of insanity, except those of the 
brains of idiots, which are primitive and joined 
to the intellectual state. 4. The alterations 
of the skull and brain, much more frequent in 
this disease, than in any other, several of 
which are joined to the production of secon- 
dary affections, such as palsy, chronic cere- 
bral irritation, &c., are very likely, more or 
less immediate consequences of the proximate 
cause of the primitive cerebral disorders. 
5. The alterations in the thoracic and abdo- 
minal organs, depend solely upon the circum- 
stances in which the patients are; circum- 
stances produced by the mental state, the 
mode of life, the dispositions of the estabiish- 
ments, &c.”’ 


Medical Ethics—-continued from page 179. 


As the first consultation by letter imposes 
much more trouble and attention than a per- 
sonal visit, it is reasonable, on such an occa- 
sion, to expect a gratuity of double the usual 
amount: aud this has long been the esta- 
blished practice’ of many respectable phy- 
sicians. But a subsequent epistolary corres- 
pondence, on the further treatment of the 
same disorder, may justly be regarded in the 
light of ordinary attendance, and may be com- 
pensated as such, according to the circum- 
stances of the case, or of the patient. 

Physicians and surgeons are occasionaily 
requested to furnish certificates, justifying 
the absence of persons, who hold situations of 
honour and trust in the army, the navy, or 
the civil departments of government. These 
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testimonials, unless under particular circum- 
stances, should be considered as acts due to the 
public, and therefore, not to be compensated 
by any gratuity. But they should never be 
given without an accurate and faithful scruti- 
ny into the case; that truth and probity may 
not be violated, nor the good of the commu- 
nity injured, by the unjust pretences of its 
servants. The same conduct is to be ob- 
served by medical practitioners, when they 
are solicited to furnish apoligies for non-at- 
tendance on juries; or to state the valetudi- 
nary incapacity of persons appointed to exe- 
cute the business of constables, churchwar- 
dens, or overseers of the poor. No fear of 
giving umbrage, no view to present or future 
emolument, nor any motives of friendship, 
should incite to a false, or even dubious de- 
claration. For the general weal requires, 
that every individual, who is properly qualifi- 
ed, should deem himself obliged to execute, 
when legally called upon, the juridical and 
municipal employments of the body politic. 
And to be accessary, by untruth or prevarica- 
tion, to the evasion of this duty, is at oncé a 
high misdemeanour against social order, and 
a breach of moral and professional honour. 

The use of quack medicines should be 
discouraged by the faculty as disgraceful 
to the profession, injurious to health, and 
often destructive even of Jife. Patients, how- 
ever, under lingering disorders, are some- 
times obstinately bent on having recourse to 
such as they see advertised, or hear recom- 
mended, with a boldness and confidence, 
which no intelligent physician dares to adopt 
with respect to the means that he prescribes. 
In these cases, some indulgence seems to be 
required to acredulity that is insurmountable: 
and the patient should neither incur the dis- 
pleasure of the physician, nor be entirely de- 
serted by him. He may be apprised of the 
fallacy of his expectations, whilst assured, at 
the same time, that diligent attention should 
be paid to the process of the experiment, he 
is so unadvisedly making on himself, and the 
consequent mischiefs, if any, obviated as 
timely as possible. Certain active prepara- 
tions, the nature, composition, and effects of 
which are well known, ought not to be pro- 
scribed as quack medicines. 

No physician or surgeon should dispense a 
secret nostrum, whether it be his invention, 
or exclusive property. For, if it be of real 
efficacy, the concealment of it is inconsistent 
with beneficence and professional liberality: 
and, if mystery alone give it value and im- 
portance, such craft implies either disgrace- 
ful ignorance, or fradulent avarice. 
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The Esprit du Corps is a principle of action 
founded in human nature, and, when duly re- 
gulated, is both rational and laudable. Every 
man, who enters into a fraternity, engages, 
by a tacit compact, not only to submit to the 
laws, but to promote the honour and interest 
of the association, so far as they are consistent 
with morality, and the general good of man- 
kind. A physician, therefore, should cauti- 
ously guard against whatever may injure the 
general respectability of his profession: and 
should avoid all contumelious representations 
of the faculty at large; all general charges 
against their selfishness or improbity; and the 
indulgence of an affected or jocular scepti- 
cism, concerning the efficacy and utility of 
the healing art. 

As diversity of opinion and opposition of in- 
terest may, in the medical, as in other pro- 
fessions, sometimes occasion controversy, and 
even contention; whenever such cases unfor- 
tunately occur, and cannot be immediately 
terminated, they should be referred to the ar- 
bitration of a sufficient number of physicians 
or of surgeons, according to the nature of the 
dispute; or to the two orders collectively, if 
belonging both to medicine and surgery. But 
neither the subject matter of such references, 
nor the adjudication, should be communicated 
to the public; as they may be personally in- 
jurious to the individuals concerned, and can 
hardly fail to hurt the general credit of the 
faculty. 

A wealthy physician should not give advice 
gratis to the affluent; because it is an injury 
to his professional brethren. The office of a 
physician can never be supported but as a lu- 
crative one; and it is defrauding in some de- 
gree, the common funds for its support, when 
fees are dispensed with, which might justly be 
claimed. 

It frequently happens, that a physician, in 
his incidental communications with the pa- 
tients of other physicians,or with their friends, 
may have their cases stated to him in so 
direct a manner, as not to admit of his de- 
clining to pay attention to them. Under 
such circumstances, lis observations should 
be delivered with the most delicate propriety 
and reserve. He should not interfere in the 
curative plans pursued; and should even re- 
commend a steady adherence to them, if they 
appear to merit approbation. _ 


Ss 


The following extract from the 5th 
No. of the New York Monthly Chronicle 
of Medicine and Surgery, will apply, we 
apprekend, to some of the Apothecaries of 
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our city; we introduce it from a desire 
of seeing the different branches of medi- 
cine strictly retained within their appro- 
priate limits. If the Apothecaries in- 
fringe on the practice of the Physician, 
they will find that each Physician will 
shortly have to supply his own medicines, 
and thus receive the emolument that at 
present, his prescriptions afford to the 
apothecary. It is worthy the attentive 
consideration of the College of Phar- 
macy, whether they cannot enact such 
regulations, as shall preclude those com- 
plaints, which we know to exist, against 
some\of the Apothecaries, for thus step- 
ping out of the line in which they ought 
to confine themselves. ) 


‘‘ There is another class of practitioners, 
more dangerous and mischievous by far, who 
with singular presumption undertake, not 
only to prescribe themselves, but to hold up 
to derision, and to brand with their authora- 
tative censure, the prescription of regular 
physicians. These are Apothecaries. Nu- 
merous are the instances which have fallen 
under our notice of the successful attempts 
made by some of this class, to pirate patients 
out of the hands of their physicians, by false 
representations of the wonderful and superior 
efficacy of some specific or other. So great 
has the evil become, that many druggists ac- 
tually make more money by treating clap-pa- 
tients, than by selling drugs. There is one 
individual in this city, who, we believe, has 
a greater number of applications in the year 
for treatment in syphilis and gonorrhea, than 
any two physicians can boast of. It would be 
mercy to the public to expose this man’s 
name, but we fear his influence would not 
even thus be destroyed. As we before said, 
the occasional success which attends these 
men, urge them on to the boldest and most 
desperate measures. Their frequent, nay, 
daily failures are carefully kept out of view, 
for from the indignation of their victims they 
have little to fear. To expose these failures, 
and enumerate a list of the serious conse- 
quences which are attendant on them, might 
be attended with considerable advantage. 
We have room for one or two cases only. 
young man labouring under gonorrhea, ap- 
plied in the first instance to a physician, who 
candidly informed him that all attempts at 
prognosis were liable to failure, but assured 
him that his cure would be hastened by a pro- 
per attention to diet, &c.; and the disease 
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being attended with inflammatory symptoms, 
ordered him a dose of salts, the use of the 
warm bath, and perfect quiet. With this 
language the patient was not altogether satis- 
fed, and less with the inactive treatment. 
«Nothing to stop the running!” exclaimed 
he, and went to an apothecary. This con- 
scientious mortal, without inquiring into the 
history or the symptoms of the case, actually 
condemns the practice of the physician, as 
calculated to keep the patient on hand, and 
prescribes his specific, which, he said, always 
stops the running in four days. The patient 
delighted, puts himself on the use of the apo- 
thecary’s medicine, but instead of getting bet- 
ter, grew so much worse, that he was com- 
pelled te recur to medical advice. When 
we saw him, he was in a dreadful state. In- 
fammation had extended up the urethra to a 
considerable extent, the pain and burning in 
the part were excessive, the discharge ropy 
and viscid, and mixed with blood, and symp- 
toms of a severe symptomatic fever had super- 
vened. It is not necessary to add, that the 
specific was thrown out of the window, the 
patient bled copiously, and the strict antiphlo- 
gistic treatment successfully pursued.” 

‘‘In another case mercurial pills were 
forthwith given by an apothecary for a pseu- 
do-syphilitic ulcer, and no accompanying 
treatment, or regimen at all attended to. The 
consequence was a distressing salivation, with 
theumatic inflammation of the joints, and the 
patient laid prostrate for weeks. We could 
adduce many more instances to the same 
effect. These will suffice, however, to show 
the evils which are attendant on the unbri- 
dled licentiousness of your would-be practi- 
titioners. There is, in our opinion, but one 
way of putting a stop to the evil, and that is 
the institution of a College of Apothecaries. 
This would at once elevate the character of 
the members, and render them amenable toa 
tribunal for those malpractices which they 
are at present committing daily and with im- 
punity. We have conversed with several of 
the more enlightened and honourable mem- 
bers of this calling, and they all approve of 
the measure, and are anxiously waiting a fa- 
vourable opportunity for its adoption. Why 
do physicians not bestir themselves in this 
matter?”’ 


—[— a 
For the Esculapean Register. 
GENTLEMEN, 


{n your14th number, you have reported 
from an old Magazine, a curious case of 


Fascination in a Game Cock, by drawing 
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a circle of chalk around him, i have not 
put it to the test of experiment as is 
there suggested, having not the slightest 
credence in the fact. | merely send you 
this, which is extracted from an old Folio 
of Athanasius Kircher, p. 112, entitled 
“Ars magna Lucis et Umbre,” printed 
in Amsterdam, (but first at Rome, in 1644, 
in which [ suspect is to be found the 
source of the above referred-to case. I give 
it in the original Latin, Mee your 
readers can have no difficulty in trans- 
lating it. 


Experimentum mirabile, de imaginatione Gal- 
line. 


‘¢ Gallinam pedibus vinctam in pavimentum 
quodpiam depone: que primo quidem se cap- 
tivam sentiéns, alarum succussatione totius- 
que corporis motu vincula sibi injecta excu- 
tere omnibus modis laborabit; sed irrito tan- 
dem conatu, de evasione veluti desperabunda 
ad quietem se componens, victoris se arbi- 
trio sistet; Quieta igitur sic manente Gallina, 
ab oculo ejusdem in ipso pavimento lineam 
rectam creta, vel alio quovis coloris genere, 
que chorde figuram referat, duces; deinde 
eam compedibus solutam relinques: dico quod 
Gallina quantum vis vinculis soluta, minemé 
tamen avolatura sit, etiamsi eam ad avolan- 
dum instimulaveris. Cujus quidem rei ratio 
alia non est, nisi vehemens animalis imagina- 
tio, que lineam illam in pavimento ductam 
vincula sua, quibus ligatur, apprehendat. Ex- 
perimentum hoc szpius non sine astantium 
admiratione exibui; non dubito quin idem in 


aliis animalibus locum habeat. Verum de 
his videat Lector curiosios.”’ 
COMMUNICATION. 


The following observations upon the 
cause of the Wind Cholic, or, Tympanitis, 
appear to be of such practical importance 
that I have translated a part of a Memoir 
of M. Raymond, a French Physician, who 
was himself very subject to the disease, 
and by accicent discovered the remed 
of which he speaks so highly. Those 
who may be anxious to peruse the Me- 
moir, will find it in the second Volume, 
page 180, of “ La Medicine Kclairée,” 
by Fourcroy. 

He says that after a painful digestion, 
rendered so by a sudden change of tem- 
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perature, he was attacked with a very 
violent Wind Cholic; the Abdomen was 
prodigiously distended, the respiration 
painful, a strong pulse and very acute 
pains. After having tried all the usual 
remedies without experiencing any re- 
lief, and his sufferings continuing to in- 
crease, he drank very freely of cold 
water that was at his bed side; immedi- 
ately a large quantity of wind was ex- 
pelled by the mouth, and scarcely had 
the emission ceased when he experi- 
enced great relief. It struck him that 
one of two things must take place; either 
that the cold water had in part absorbed 
the intestinal gas or that by its impres- 
sion upon the canal, it had overcome the 
spasm producing it, and in this manner 
occasioned the relief that was experi- 
enced. He remained for a long time in 
a state of uncertainty, when by repeated 
attacks he had an opportunity of verify- 
ing the efficacy of cold water in this spe- 
cies of cholic, and also of studying the 
nature of the elastic fluid causing the 
disease. He received a portion of the 
gas in a small bottle containing some 
tincture of turnso] and water, and upon 
shaking it, it acquired a red colour pre- 
cisely similar to that produced by all the 
acids. He afterwards passed the gas 
through a quantity of lime water, which 
became immediatelv clouded. Examin- 
ing the precipitate he found that it pre- 
sented all the characters of Carbonate of 
lime. There is no doubt then, continues 
the author, that the elastic fluid causing 
this species of cholic, is composed in a 
great measure of Carbonic Acid Gas, and 
to prevent the supposition that this gas 
was the product of the respiration, he re- 


marks that in all the evacuations by the | 


mouth, the glottis was always closed, and 
that the evacuations always occurred be- 
tween the inspiration and expiration, and 
that the quantity of gas that escaped from 
the lungs was so small in comparison 
with what escaped from the prime vie, 
and the results produced, that it may 
justly be concluded that the gas coming 
from the lungs did not in the slightest 
degree assist in the formation of the dif- 
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ferent products. Modern improvements 
teach us that this gas is ofa saline nature, 
consequently susceptible of being dis- 
solved in water; this liquid then can 
alone produce the fixation of the gas; but, 
as upon this fixation, that is the passage 
of the gas from the gazeous to a liquid 
state, the cure entirely depends, it is very 
clear, that we cannot in the treatment of 
this disease, remove to too great a dis- 
tance all artificial heat, which only aug- 
ments the expansive force of the gas as 
well. as the cause of the disease: from 
this he concludes that the heating reme- 
dies usually applied should be banished 
from the practice as being very pernici- 
ous; and that cold water or even ice it- 
self, if it was possible to support it, ought 
to be substituted in their place as being 
capable of effectually curing the disease, 
Lime water might alsc be given with 
success, but would there not be a danger 
that the calcareous carbonate formed by 
the union of the lime with the carbonic 
acid, might occasion dangerous concre- 
tions by remaining in the intestinal ca- 
nal: perfectly pure magnesia is the only 
earthy substance whose employment, in 
these cases, would be truly advantageous 
without having the inconvenience above 
alluded to. He concludes by requesting 
all who may have it in their power, to re- 
peat the above experiments, as by that 
alone can we give to this new method of 
cure, the extent and confidence that it 


deserves. RENNEL. 


lili 


Feius.—A boy who died some years ago, 
on dissection presented the following appear- 
ances, A large membranous pouch was 
found, adhering to all the neighbouring parts, 
and particularly to the colon, between which 
and the pouch, there was a communication. 
When the pouch was opened, it was found to 
contain a purulent looking fluid, and two 
bodies of nearly equal size. One of these 
consisted of hairs matted together, and formed 
into a ball, the size of a man’s iist. The 
other was an imperfect fetus, consisting of 
flesh, bones, &c. covered with skin. From the 
middle of this mass, a short, and thick liga- 
ment passed to the parietes of the cyst, to 
which it was attached. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 
































a.D.| History of the World. | History of Medicine. ||A.D. History of the World.| History of Medicine. 
1535|Barbarossa, or, Chei-|Description of the Scur-||1545| - - - - The College of Sur- 
reddin.—loachim the} vy byCartier.—Pleu. gery at Paris, obtains 
2nd. Elector of Bran-| risy of bad character the participation in 
| deburg.—Death of| at Venice.—-Intro- all the privileges of 
Henry Cornelius A-} duction of the root of the Universities.— 
grippaof Nettesheim.| Smilax Aspera into Establishment of the 
Europe.—-Birth of Botanical Garden at 
Symphorien Cham- Padua,—-—-Epidemic 
pier. _Phrenitis in France. 
1586|Francis the 2nd, duke|Death of John Manard,}/1546/Death of Martin Lu-John Philip Ingrassias 
of Sforza.—Death of} and of John Ingol- ther. discovers the Stapes. 
Déseiré Erasmus. stetter. —Birth of Tagliaco- 
1537) - - . - {Birth of Jerome Fabri- tius. 
cius of Aquapendens,|/1547|Battle of Muhiberg.—'John Baptiste Cannani 
of Henry Smetius, of Establishment of the} discovers the valves 
Felix Plater, of Johu University of Rheims} of the Vena Azygos. 
Posthius and of James by the Cardinal 
Horst.—-Inuculation Charles of Lorraine. 
already known at!i1548)/Henry 2nd, king of|Birth of Scipio Mercu- 
Corfu. France. rius.—Aranzi disco- 
538} - = + - |Death of Augustin} vers the elevator 
Nifo.——Birth of muscle of the supe- 
James Grevin, and rior eyelid. 
of William Baillou, }1549} - — - - - |Mathew Cornax ope- 
1539} - - . - {Laurence Colot prac- rated for the stone 
tises with success the on the Emperor at 
operation of the stone Vienna. 
by the great appa-}/1550/Julius 3d, Pope. ‘Birth of Gaspard Bau- 
ratus, hin, and of Emilius 
1540} - ~ - - jBirth of Thomas Jor- Campolongo. 
dan and of Peter Se-//1551] - - - - |Sweating disease; Epi- 
verin Francis Gio- demic Pleurisy in 
gio.—Death of Ma- Switzerland.—--An- 
rianov Santo of Bar- nulling of the Decree 
letta. of 1515, which de- 
1541} - - - - {Birth of Paracelsus, and clared the Surgeons 
of John Baubin.— members of the Fa- 
Amatus _ Lusitanus culty of Paris.-Death 
makes known the uti~ of John Baptiste 
lity of bougies a- Montanus.—Birth of 
gainst the Carun- Hercules of Sassonia. 
| cules of the Urethra.|\1552/Treaty of Passau.—jAnatomical Tables of 
1542) - - . - {Birth of John Nicolas Birth of Paul Sarpi. | Evustachius. Dis- 
Stupani. secting Ampitheatre 
1543) - - - - |Susius maintains that at Pisa—Death of 
the Vene Cave de- Bartholomew Maggi, 
rive their origin from and of Benoit Victo- 
the heart.—Birth of rius.—Birth of Louis 
Constantine Varoli, Settala. 
and of John Heur-|'1553/Charles 3d, Duke of|Michal Servetus points 
nius. Savoy. out the small circu- 
1544|University of Keenigs-/Death of Mathew Cur- lation of the blood. 
burg. tius. He is burnt alive at 
645} = - - - {William Valvayseur]| Geneva. 
Surgeon of Francis|'1553/The use of fire arms|Death of Jerome Fra- 
the Ist, separates|| becomes general in| castor.—-Birth of 
entirely the bathers, Europe., James Guillemeau, 
of the body from the} and of Prosper Al- 
Surgeons.—Birth of | pinus. 
Julius Casserius.—|| 
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PHRENOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


On Thursday Nov. 11, the Society held 
its second meeting, when, in addition 
to the members present, there was an 
unusual number of strangers.. 

Models of the head, divided and mark- 
ed out phrenologically, recently execu- 
ted in this city, were displayed upon the 
table for the inspection of hee who had 
already subscribed for them, and others 
who wished for them: they were well 
executed, and any person not a member 
wishing to possess one, can be supplied 
by applying to the Society—the charge 
is only two dollars and fifty cents a piece. 

Some new members were elected; se- 
veral candidates proposed; and then fol- 
lowed a lecture upon taste, phrenologi- 
cally considered, by Dr. Bell: the subject 
was one of interest, and was ably hand- 
led by the lecturer, who explained on 
the model, whatever in his remarks would 
be better illustrated in that way. 

A Lecture is to be delivered at the 
next meeting.—Nov. 25, by the Rev. Dr. 
Beasley. 

LITHOTOMY. 

We gave in the last number, a short 
account of Mr. Civiale’s improvement in 
the removal of Calculi from the bladder. 
In the present number, we are happy to 
add the following notice of it, extracted 
from a late Number of the Journal des 
Debats, of Paris.’ It will appear from 
this, that it excites great interest in that 
metropolis. We are glad to find that 
Dr. La Roche is translating the Report 
made to the Institude, as mentioned be- 
low, and that it will appear in a few 
days. 

‘The new plan of M. Civiale for the de- 
struction of the stone in the bladder, without 
the operation of Lithotomy, sanctioned by the 
Institute, upon the report of Messrs. Percy 
and Chaussier,daily receives from experience, 
a confirmation, very consoling to humanity. 
Of 23 patients, who have sought the assist- 
ance of this skilful operator, nine have been 
completely cured; the rest are in a fair way 
of recovery; among those cured, we find a 
woman 75 years old; a small number have 
been met with, to whom he has noé thought 
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his method applicable, on account of the enor- 
mous size of the stone, and particularly, ‘the 
extent and degree of alteration in the viscus 
containing it. The stones offered a great 
variety with respect to size and consistence. 
One was composed of uric acid, as large as a 
hen’s egg, which required eight sittings for its 
complete destruction. In general, the small- 
er and more friable they are, the easier and 
more prompt is the cure. 

Messrs. Montaigu, Giraudy, Richerand, 
Marc, Brown, Koreff, Sue, Bailly, Lullier, 
Winslow, Nauche, Thevenot de St. Blaise, 
Lisfranc, Serres, Lebreton, Mont Courrier, 
Gillet, Laroche, Larbaud, Sellier, and other 
distinguished practitioners, having been pre- 
sent at these different operations, have had 
the opportunity of appreciating their happy 
results. | 

By this new method, no danger is experi- 
enced, and the pain is in general so slight, 
that many of those operated upon, have not 
discontinued their occupations.” —F'rom the 
Journal des Debats. 


| eRe 

Prolific.—A woman of Vire Sarth, was de- 
livered of 4 chi'dren in 1823.—In August 
last, she repeated the offence by presenting 
her country with 3 girls and 1 boy. 

Bradford, ( Penn.) October 23. 

Salivary Fistula.—A curious case of this 
lind, recently occurred in the township of 
Troy. The subject wasa child two years and 
a half old. A swelling was first discovered 
in the seat of the Parotid Gland, which soon 
extended along the course of its excretory 
duct, to near the middle of the cheek. Ina 
few days the swelling and inflammation spread 
over a considerable part of the cheek, and in 
the centre there appeared a small extraneous 
substance, which had protruded itself through 
the skin, and which, on being extracted, was 
found to be a Feather. 

An incision was made in the tumour, from 
which a considerable quantity of transparent 
matter, resembling saliva in all respects, was 
discharged. The saliva now discharges itself 
upon the cheek, or whenever the orifice be- 
comes closed, the fluid accumulates. It would 
be difficult to account for the presence of a 
feather in that situation, without supposing it 
to have entered at the mouth of Steno’s Duct, 
and thereby producing the symptoms above 
described. -H 
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